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On  June  30,  2002,  at  0830  mountain daylight time, a Rich RV-4, N3344E, piloted by a commercial
pilot,  was destroyed  when the airplane departed controlled flight and impacted trees and terrain 8
miles  west-southwest  of  Grand  Junction, Colorado.  Visual meteorological conditions prevailed at
the  time of the accident.  The personal flight was being conducted under the provisions of Title 14
CFR  Part  91  without  a  flight  plan.    The  pilot  was  fatally  injured.  The local flight was
originating from a private airstrip at the time of the accident.

A  witness on the ground reported that the airplane took off behind another airplane on runway 05 at
Pinyon  Airstrip.    The  first  airplane completed a farewell pass above runway 23 and was orbiting
overhead.    The  witness  said the accident airplane did a fly-by pass on a heading of 230 degrees.
The  witness  said,  "Near  the  west end of the runway, a sharp pull up was observed with the right
wing  low.   It appeared the aircraft went inverted with the left wing coming up and over.  Aircraft
then  righted,  with a direction 90 degrees to the runway, descending and disappeared into the trees
off the west end of the runway." 

The  pilot  in  the first airplane said they both took off and then made a couple of passes over the
airport  to  wave  good-bye  to  their  hosts.  The lead pilot said he had finished his pass and was
circling back on downwind when he saw the pilot's airplane hit the ground.

An  examination  of  the  accident site revealed the airplane had impacted several pine trees before
impacting  the  ground.  The  airplane's engine was broken downward at the mounts and firewall.  One
propeller  blade  was  broken  aft.    The  propeller  blades showed torsional bending and chordwise
scratches.   The lower cowling and forward fuselage were bent downward and broken open.  The cockpit
area  was  bent  downward  and  broken open rearward from the firewall aft to the rear cockpit wall.
The  Plexiglas  canopy was broken out and fragmented.  Both wings showed rearward crushing along the
span  of the leading edges.  Both wing fuel tanks were broken open.  The smell of fuel was prevalent
at  the accident site.  The main landing gear were broken aft. The aft fuselage, vertical stabilizer
and  rudder, left horizontal stabilizer and left elevator showed minor damage.  The right horizontal
stabilizer  and  elevator  were  bent  upward  and  crushed  aft.      Flight control continuity was
confirmed.  An examination of the airplane's systems revealed no anomalies.

NoNo

AirplaneRV-4Rich

2300.5Off Airport/Airstrip

MDT083081501COGrand Junction

NTSBAccident

Fatal06/30/2002
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Landing Facility/Approach Information
Airport Name

Runway Surface Type:
Runway Surface Condition:

Airport ID:

Type Instrument Approach:

VFR Approach/Landing:

Aircraft Information
Aircraft Manufacturer

Airworthiness Certificate(s):

Landing Gear Type:
Homebuilt Aircraft? Number of Seats:
Engine Type:

- Aircraft Inspection Information
Type of Last Inspection

- Emergency Locator Transmitter (ELT) Information
ELT Installed? ELT Operated?

Owner/Operator Information
Registered Aircraft Owner

Operator of Aircraft

Operator Does Business As:
- Type of U.S. Certificate(s) Held:
Air Carrier Operating Certificate(s):

Operating Certificate:
Regulation Flight Conducted Under:
Type of Flight Operation Conducted:

Operator Certificate:

Operator Designator Code:

Street Address

City

Street Address

City

ELT Aided in Locating Accident Site?

Time Since Last Inspection
Hours

Model/Series:Engine Manufacturer:

Date of Last Inspection

Model/Series

Certified Max Gross Wt. Number of Engines:LBS

Serial Number

Airport Elevation
Ft. MSL

Runway Used Runway Length Runway Width

Rated Power:

Airframe Total Time
Hours

State Zip Code

State Zip Code

NoYesYes

Tailwheel

Personal

Part 91: General Aviation

None

    

  

Same as Reg'd Aircraft Owner

Same as Reg'd Aircraft Owner

80503COGrand Junction

2389 1/2 Pleasant Ridge Court
Michael J. Davis

180 HP  O-320LycomingReciprocating

115002Yes

Experimental (Special)

2454RV-4Rich

None

NONE

Dry

Dirt

10034000506980Pinyon Field
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First Pilot Information
Name

Sex: Seat Occupied:

City

Principal Profession: Certificate Number:

State Date of Birth Age

Certificate(s):

Airplane Rating(s):
Rotorcraft/Glider/LTA:
Instrument Rating(s):

Instructor Rating(s):

Type Rating/Endorsement for Accident/Incident Aircraft? Current Biennial Flight Review?
Medical Cert. Status:

- Flight Time Matrix

Medical Cert.: Date of Last Medical Exam:

Glider Lighter
Than Air

RotorcraftInstrument
Actual Simulated

Airplane
Mult-Engine NightAirplane

Single Engine
This Make
and Model

All A/C

Total Time
Pilot In Command(PIC)
Instructor
Last 90 Days
Last 30 Days
Last 24 Hours

Seatbelt Used? Shoulder Harness Used? Toxicology Performed? Second Pilot?

Departure Time Time ZoneState Airport Identifier

State Airport Identifier

Type of Flight Plan Filed:
Departure Point

Destination

Flight Plan/Itinerary

Type of Clearance:
Type of Airspace:

Weather Information
Source of Briefing:

Method of Briefing: Unknown

No record of briefing

Class G

None

MDT0830

    

      

Local Flight

Same as Accident/Incident Location

None

NoYesYesYes

800800

03/2001Valid Medical--no waivers/lim.Class 3

No

Airplane Single-engine

Flight Instructor; Commercial

Airplane

Single-engine Land

None

On FileBusinessFrontM

57On FileOn FileOn FileOn File

Accident

06/30/2002

DEN02LA063



This space for binding

National Transportation Safety Board

FACTUAL REPORT
AVIATION

NTSB ID:

Occurrence Date:

Occurrence Type:

FACTUAL REPORT - AVIATION Page 4

Weather Information
WOF ID Observation Time

Sky/Lowest Cloud Condition:

Time Zone WOF Elevation

Ft. MSL

WOF Distance From Accident Site

NM
Ft. AGL Condition of Light:

Direction From Accident Site

Deg. Mag.

Altimeter: "Hg

Density Altitude: Ft.

Visibility: SM

Wind Direction:

Ft. AGL

Weather Condtions at Accident Site:

°C°C Dew Point:

Gusts:

Lowest Ceiling:

Temperature:

Wind Speed:

Visibility (RVR): Ft.
Restrictions to Visibility:

Type of Precipitation:

Accident Information
Aircraft Damage:

Visibility (RVV) SM

Aircraft Fire:

Intensity of Precipitation:

Aircraft Explosion

Classification:

- Injury Summary Matrix
First Pilot

Second Pilot
Student Pilot

Check Pilot
Flight Engineer

Cabin Attendants
Other Crew
Passengers

- TOTAL ABOARD -
Other Ground

- GRAND TOTAL -

Fatal Serious Minor None TOTAL

Flight Instructor

11

11

11

U.S. Registered/U.S. Soil

NoneNoneDestroyed

None

None

Visual Conditions8

6490140-321

30.1610None

DayClear

3784858MDT0756GJT
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Administrative Information
Investigator-In-Charge (IIC)

Additional Persons Participating in This Accident/Incident Investigation:
Tim   Mason
Air Safety Inspector
Federal Aviation Administration
Salt Lake City, UT 84116

David C. Bowling
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